Joint statement of the IOC and the Spanish Olympic Committee
Miercuri, 14 Noiembrie 2018 19:23

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the Spanish Olympic Committee (COE) wish to publicly
express their deepest satisfaction with the decision taken today by the Spanish Government regarding the
participation of Kosovan athletes in international competitions to be held in Spain.

Through this decision, communicated today by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the European
Union and Cooperation, Mr Josep Borrell, the Spanish Government will provide the Kosovan
sports delegations competing in Spain with the relevant visa and will authorise them to use their
own national symbols, anthem and flag, in accordance with Olympic protocol.

This will ensure that the athletes of Kosovo can participate under the same conditions as all the
other athletes from the 206 National Olympic Committees recognised by the IOC.

The decision by the Spanish Government was communicated today, 14 November 2018, by
letter to the COE President, Mr Alejandro Blanco, and we would like to reiterate our sincere
gratitude for this decision, adopted by the Spanish Government and supported by the Prime
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Minister, Mr Pedro Sánchez.

Once again, the IOC and the COE wish to underline the fundamental role played by sport and
the Olympic Movement in building a more inclusive, fairer society, in which dialogue and respect
are the cornerstones and key principles.

###

The International Olympic Committee is a not-for-profit independent international organisation
made up of volunteers, which is committed to building a better world through sport. It
redistributes more than 90 per cent of its income to the wider sporting movement, which means
that every day the equivalent of 3.4 million US dollars goes to help athletes and sports
organisations at all levels around the world.

*** -- the IOC Media Relations Team
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